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McCLOUDS COLLISION
OWNER: BOBBY McCLOUD

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

FOREIGN 
& DOMESTIC

931-520-0943
1500 INTERSTATE DR.

COOKEVILLE

FREE 
ESTIMATES

INSURANCE COLLISION
REPAIR

★★★★★★★★★★★★★ SPECIAL MEMORIAL DAY EDITION ★★★★★★★★★★★★★

	 A while ago in the news, there 
was actually a report that someone in 
Pakistan had published in a newspa-
per, an offer of a reward to anyone who 
killed an American, any American.
	 So an Australian dentist wrote 
the following to let everyone know what 
an American is, so they would know 
when they found one. (Good on ya, 
mate!!!!)

	 An American is English, or 
French, or Italian, Irish, German, 
Mexican, African, Indian, Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, Australian, 
Iranian, Asian, or Arab, or Pakistani, 
or Afghan. An American may also 
be a Cherokee, Osage, Blackfoot, 
Navaho, Apache, Seminole or one of 

the other many tribes known as native Americans.
	 An American is Christian, or he could be Jewish, or Buddhist, or 
Muslim. In fact, there are more Muslims in America than in Afghanistan. 
The only difference is that in America they are free to worship as each of 
them chooses. An American is also free to believe in no religion. For that 
he will answer only to God, not to the government, or to armed thugs 
claiming to speak for the government and for God.
	 An American is from the most prosperous land in the history of the 

world. The root of that prosperity can be found in the Declaration of 
Independence, which recognizes the God given right of each person to the 
pursuit of happiness.
	 An American is generous. Americans have helped out just about every 
other nation in the world in their time of need. When Afghanistan was over-
run by the Soviet army 20 years ago, Americans came with arms and sup-
plies to enable the people to win back their country!
	 As of the morning of September 11, Americans had given more than 
any other nation to the poor in Afghanistan.
	 Americans welcome the best, the best products, the best books, the 
best music, the best food, the best athletes. But they also welcome the 
least. The national symbol of America, The Statue of Liberty, welcomes 
“your tired and your poor, the wretched refuse of your teeming shores, the 
homeless, tempest tossed.” These in fact are the people who built America. 
Some of them were working in the Twin Towers the morning of September 
11, 2001, earning a better life for their families. I’ve been told that the World 
Trade Center victims were from at least 30 other countries, cultures, and 
first languages, including those that aided and abetted the terrorists.
	 So you can try to kill an American if you must. Hitler did. So did General 
Tojo, and Stalin, and Mao Tse-Tung, and every bloodthirsty tyrant in the 
history of the world. But, in doing so, you would just be killing yourself. 
Because Americans are not a particular people from a particular place. 
They are the embodiment of the human spirit of freedom. Everyone who 
holds to that spirit, everywhere, is an American.

Author unknown,
Pass This Around The World

To Kill An American
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R & T TROPHIES
Locally Owned & Operated By Roger & Teresa Tompkins

Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

 For the finest in custom-designed trophies for ALL sports and 
other occasions, see R & T TROPHIES at 913 Old Hwy. 127 
South in Jamestown, phone 931-879-6575. They're your "one-
stop" trophy headquarters in this area.
 This full line supplier carries trophies and awards for every 
occasion! He can supply your club, group or organization with 
trophies, plaques, awards, castings, medallions, emblems, jew-
elry, pins, paperweights, desk sets and many other thoughtful 
and pleasing items for presentations. Check with them about their 
fast, fast engraving service.
 Constructed of wood, plated metals and plastics, R & T 
TROPHIES' famous trophies are displayed with pride in many of 
the homes in the area. The fast, dependable service of this firm 
will never leave you in a bind at award time and the prices are 
very competitive! Call today for trophies!
 In compiling this 2011 Historical Review, we, the writers are 
pleased to be able to list this outstanding firm along with the 
area's leading businesses.
 Roger, Teresa and staff at R & T TROPHIES thank their cus-
tomers for past business and support, and remind you they are of 
service to the entire area!

- Since 1990 -

• New Home Builder
• Home Remodeling

• Roofing • Decks • Patios
• Sunrooms • Siding

• Window & Door Replacement

FREE ESTIMATES

931-879-2770
Locally Owned & Operated

Licensed & Insured
408 SOUTH MAIN ST.

JAMESTOWN

★★★★★★★★★★★★A Historic Profile About Fentress County
Courtesy Of Wilma Reagan Pinckley

	 Fentress County, Tennessee was formed by an Act of the Tennessee Legislature in 1823. The 
Legislature met in Murfreesboro at that time. Much of Fentress County was established from lands 
from Overton County to the west, a portion from Morgan County was also included which was on 
the eastern border. Fentress County is located in the eastern section of Middle Tennessee.
	 The county was named for James Fentress, a Speaker of Tennessee House of Representatives. 
A.R. Hogue, a local historian, stated: “This James Fentress was speaker from 1823 to 1845 - the 
longest period that has ever been for this position in our state.” The significance of naming was to 
honor the Speaker, not because he had any other relationship with our county except his assistance 
in getting the establishing act passed.
	 Jamestown, the county seat is located near the center of the county on the plateau. It, too, was 
named in honor of James Fentress, the Speaker. The town was established in 1827 and first incor-
porated in 1837.
	 In 1834 Eastin Morris recorded in his Tennessee Gazetteer as edited in 1971 by Robert McBride 
and Owen Meredith that Jamestown “Contains thirty houses of different descriptions; eighty inhabit-
ants, two lawyers (p. 287 lists the lawyers as John M. Clemens and William Richardson) two tanners, 
one hatter, one shoemaker, two blacksmiths, one academy, one clergyman, two stores and two 
taverns. The public buildings are a courthouse and jail. It is 135 miles east of Nashville, 73 miles 
northwest from Knoxville, 150 miles south of Louisville, Ky. and 586 miles west southwest from 
Washington City.” (p. 227). Morris also stated: “On the first of June 1830, Fentress County contained 
2,760 souls,” (p. 182) and that “one hundred nineteen of these were slaves.” (p. 61).
	 Other Facts About Fentress County:
1. The land area totals 499 square miles with approximately 74 percent of the land area in forest; 
18.5 percent in cropland; 257.4 thousand acres being commercial forest land; 41 percent softwood 
and 59 percent hardwoods.
2. For the past decade, the production of cattle, hogs, and horses has been on the increase. In the 
early history of our county tar, turpentine and rosin from pine trees were produced and sold to local 
and distant markets. Tar was in demand for wagon wheels. Now manufactured items are among the 
leading exports - wood products and women’s apparel being the leaders.
3. The 1980 Census population was 14,826. This represents an increase of approximately 17 per-
cent since 1970. Fifty-one percent of the population are female; median age of a resident in 1982 
was 30 years. Virtually all of the population is Caucasian. The early settlers came chiefly from East 
Tennessee. North Carolina and Virginia. We are chiefly descendants of the Anglo-Saxons and 
Scotch-Irish.
4. Mark Twain’s father, John M. Clemens, came to our county in the 1820s and did much in develop-
ing the early history. He practiced law here in the 1820s. He drew the plans for the first courthouse 
and jail. He owned thousands of acres of land when he left Fentress County with his family about 
1835. The family moved to Missouri only a few months before Mark Twain’s birth. Most of John M. 
Clemens’ Fentress County lands seemed to have been taken over by others after he left his county. 
The family realized little assets from these vast holdings.
5. Jamestown was originally called “Sand Springs” because of the many natural springs that bub-
bled up through the sandy soil. Our Jamestown was also the Obedstown in Mark Twain’s book “The 
Guilded Age.”
6. Early American Indians used our area as a hunting ground, and many artifacts have been found 
here. Wood ashes several feet deep were found under bluffs left by the Indians. Many years later 
some local farmers scattered these ashes over their farms as fertilizer.
7. Early settlers organized churches and established schools soon after arriving here. The oldest 
church records show The Sinking Springs Church (Baptist) - sometimes called “Shatter” Church, to 
be the earliest with a date of 1805. It was located in the Red Hill section not far from Pall Mall, a 
post office established in Wolf River valley in 1832 by John M. Clemens. Recent tabulations of 
churches in our county numbered about seventy.
8. Mount Cumberland Academy was built in the Poplar Cove west of Jamestown in 1827. It had local 
trustees who had charge in accordance with powers specified by the Tennessee Legislature. Van 
Buren Academy was set-up in the Forbus community about 1840; then in 1860 a Legislative Act 
created the Jamestown Academy also with trustees. This 1860 act eliminated all other academies.
9. The Alvin York High School, established in 1926 by an Act of the Tennessee Legislature, is 
located one and one-half miles north of the town square. It was a dream realized by Sgt. York, the 
World War I hero, who sought persistently to get this school in operation. It had an enrollment of 720 
students for the 1986-1987 term.
10. There is much history associated with Fentress County. Its military history is outstanding. The 
Civil War divided our people and had lasting destructive effect. Many Union sympathizers left the 
area permanently to keep from being forced into the Confederate army against their beliefs. Guerrilla 
warfare was both prevalent and destructive throughout the county. One leader of the guerrillas, 
Champ Ferguson, was tried, convicted and hanged in Nashville, Tennessee for murders committed 
in these raids. Much history was lost because the courthouse was burned twice - once in the 1860s 
and again in 1904. There is a county Library in Jamestown that has a collection of local history. It 
also contains genealogical records.
11. There are excellent recreational facilities in or near Fentress County. National scenery such as 
deep gorges, high bluffs, creeks, rivers, lakes and parks are numerous. These are accessible by a 
system of hard surface roads. The Sgt. York Complex, now owned by the State of Tennessee, is one 
of the most visited areas. The Complex includes the York Mill and Park; the former home of Sgt. and 
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Jeff ’s 
Auto Glass & Mirror

Locally Owned & Operated By Jeff Choate
Experience Since 1985

 JEFF’S AUTO GLASS & MIRROR, located just off Hwy. 154 North in Jamestown, phone 931-879-4434, 
offers the people of this community glass for windows, store fronts, desk tops, coffee tables, pictures, mirrors 
and auto glass. Regardless of what item you have that needs glass, all you have to do is take the measurements 
to them and they will cut it to your exact specifications.
 Take an inventory in your home today and see what furniture you have that needs a glass top, or what broken 
windows need replacing. Take the measurements, and on your next trip to town, let them cut it to size while you 
wait.
 JEFF’S AUTO GLASS & MIRROR carries a complete selection of auto and truck glass for most makes and 
models and will install it while you wait. Your complete satisfaction is guaranteed on all work and they specialize 
in insurance claims.
 If you are considering some remodeling, the writers of this 2011 Historical Summer Review invite you to visit 
JEFF’S AUTO GLASS & MIRROR when glass is needed for any project.
 Jeff and Leona thank their customers for their years of business and support, and look forward to serving you 
in the future!

God Bless Our Troops!

WE’LL

COME

TO YOU!

SPECIALIZING
IN MOBILE
SERVICE!
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wife, “Miss Gracie”; the burial site of Sgt. and Mrs. Gracie and their many relatives; 
also the Bible School building, another dream of Sgt. in the 1930 period. Dale 
Hollow lake is near Jamestown. So are Pickett State Park and Big South Fork 
Recreational Areas. If you do not visit Fentress County with its many things of inter-
est, you have missed a bit of heaven that came down to earth! The

Historical News
IS PUBLISHED BY:

SOUTHERN HISTORICAL NEWS, 
INC.

P.O. BOX 1068
HIRAM, GEORGIA 30141

1-800-422-4478
FAX: 1-770-943-0729

EDITOR’S NOTE ON HISTORY

Some of the places featured in
THE HISTORICAL NEWS may have changed
locations, no longer exist, or have a different

statement of purpose. They are presented only for 
the historic theme in consideration of public

interest. Southern Historical News, Inc.
welcomes your comments about our
publication. If you have any historical
information and/or photographs you

wish to be printed, we would
gladly accept them

for future publications.

HISTORIC PROFILE - continued from page 2

HISTORY FROM JAMES HICKS' PAPERS AND
A.A. GOODING'S ENCOUNTERS

Courtesy Of Wilma Reagan Pinkley
From Her Book FENTRESS COUNTY HISTORY AS I REVIEWED IT

	 James Hicks recently brought me some of his father's old papers for me to look 
into. In reading these articles, among the interesting things I found were the follow-
ing:
1. Abner Phillips and Berry Gatewood doing business as Phillips and Gatewood 
promised to pay William M. Spencer two hundred barrels of marketable tar deliv-
ered at the mouth of the Poplar Cove Creek for value received - April 23rd, 1838. 
There was no record given as to the value or price per barrel.
2. “State VS Eli F. Johns - Tipling
Indictment -
State of Tennessee, Fentress County
Circuit Court for said County, June Term of said court in the year of our Lord 
Eighteen hundred and forty-four.
	 The Grand Jurors for the State of Tennessee elected, empaneled, sworn and 
charged to enquire for the body of the County of Fentress in the State aforesaid, 
upon their rath present, that Eli F. Johns, yoeman, on the Eighteenth day of June 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-four with the force and 
arm in the county of Fentress in the State of Tennessee, did then and there, unlaw-
fully vend, retail and sell spiritous liquor by the quart, pint, half-pint and divers other 
quantities, with intent for the same to be then and there drank on the plantation and 
premises where sold; contrary to the form of the statutes in such case made and 
proved, and against the peace and dignity of the State.
			   Signed - John H. Savage
			   Attorney General”

continued on page 4



Joyce Vaughn Pierce &
Victoria V. Smith, Owners

cable tv • high speed internet • telephone in every room

www.thejordanmotel.com
800-520-0122 • 931-879-8129 • Reservations: 931-879-4421

2904 South York Hwy. • Jamestown, TN 38556 

Jordan Motel

	 The grand jury reported: “we find a true Bill” June 18,1844.
			   Charles Reagan, Clk.
			   J.S. Kennedy, foreman
	 At the trial Mr. Johns “pleads quilty and submits to the mercy of the Court.” His fine was twenty-
five dollars “together with the costs of this prosecution, and that he remain in custody of the Sheriff 
until the fine and costs are paid or secured.”
	 Hiram Millsaps secured the fine and costs.
3. Orin Clemons and others against George W. Kerr. The others filing with Orin were Jane Clemons, 
Pamelia A. Moffett, Samuel L. Clemons and John R. Wright. Date 29th day December, 1867. This 
was filing in Chancery Court in Fentress County for a Prosecution Bond. No other details were 
availalbe in this report.
4. 1832 Apr. 13th Rec'd. 225 lbs. pork at 2-1/2 cents per lb. Amounting to $5.62-1/2 cents part of 
which goes to satisfy my fees as clerk.
			   W.B. Richardson, D.C.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

	 Civil war experiences as told by A.A. Gooding and recorded by Mr. A.R. Hogue in his book 
labeled 175 pp.7-9:
	 “Captain Honeycutt was cross-eyed and as there were two other cross-eyed men in the com-
pany, we placed the captain at the head of the company, James M. Beaty on the left and John 
Looper, the other cross-eyed man, in the center, and then there was no chance for the enemy to 
flank us, or a fat hog, turkey or chicken to get away.”
	 The 1st Tennessee and 2nd Tennessee were organized at Camp Dick Robinson, Kentucky 
which was approximately 30 miles south of Lexington. It was established in August and September, 
1861. “There were eight infantry regiments from Tennessee in the Federal Army and 13 or 14 
Cavalry regiments”  stated Mr. Gooding. He also said: “I was 37 months, and six days in the Federal 
Army. I enlisted Sept. 1, 1861 at Camp Dick Robinson, Ky., and was discharged in Knoxville, Tenn. 
October 6, 1864. I left my home in Fentress County just after dark, and the next morning I was on 
the soil of Kentucky. During my term of service I was confined as a prisoner of War on Belle's Isle, 
Va., for 135 days and did not get a square meal during that time. I saw men die from starvation by 
the hundreds, and I saw a sight that was heartrending to think about, I saw one soldier who was a 
living skeleton, covered with vermin and rags, vomit up the food he had eaten, and then I saw 
another man half-starved soldier hunker down and pick up the crumbs out of the sand and eat 
them.”
	 We can understand why those who did survive this horrible war talked so little about their expe-
riences.
	 Andrew A. Gooding stated that he was a member of Co. D, 2nd Tenn. Mounted Infantry; the 2nd 
Ohio Cav.; 1st Ken.Cav.; 9th Mich. Cav.
	 This A.A. was Circuit Court Clerk, of Fentress County. He was postmaster at Jamestown 1881-
1893, and again in 1899. He died in 1901. He has several relatives in our area.
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to flank the enemy and attack the machine guns from behind.
	 As the American patrol was moving cautiously through thick 
brush they came face to face with two German stretcher barriers. 
The Americans were well behind enemy lines and realized the 
consequences if the Germans got back to their command. Upon 
chasing the enemy soldiers into a dense thicket the Americans 
were surprised to find themselves in the middle of a German com-
mand post. In spite of how surprised the Americans were, the 
Germans were even more surprised and twenty enemy soldiers, 
including a major, were quickly captured.
	 The Americans formed a semi-circle around their prisoners 
and Corporal York was on the left end of this circle. When York 
looked up the back side of hill 223 he saw an entire battalion of 
enemy machine guns only forty yards away. The other Americans 
could not see this because of the dense brush.
	 As if on cue, the German prisoners dropped to the ground, 
leaving the Americans standing. At that same instant, the machine 
guns opened up, killing six and wounding three Americans. 
Sergeant Bernard Early, who had been in command, was among 
the wounded.
	 York was the only American who had a clear view of the 
machine guns and was also next in command. It was therefore up 
to him to save his fellow Americans. The others were unable to 
take part in silencing the machine guns because their view was 
blocked by the heavy brush and they were guarding the prison-
ers.
	 Even though Corporal York was in the direct line of fire, he 
managed to kill twenty-five Germans and silence thirty-five 
machine guns using only his rifle and a pistol. He did this without 
any help from his fellow soldiers. By using the German major as 
an interpreter, York forced a total of one hundred and thirty-two 
Germans to surrender. He and his seven remaining comrades 
marched the prisoners back to American lines.
	 News of the Tennessee farm boy's almost unbelievable feat 
quickly spread across the battle fields of France and into the Allied 
countries of Great Britain and Italy. Of course his home country 
reserved the biggest welcome for him. York was promoted to ser-
geant and was awarded the highest honors of the United States, 
Great Britain, France and Italy.
	 Sergeant York was overwhelmed by the awards, gifts and 
attention given him for what he simply considered his duty. He 
wanted nothing more than to return to his home in the Cumberland 
Mountains and marry his sweetheart, Gracie Williams. This he 
did.
	 As a sign of their appreciation for his heroic efforts the people 
of Tennessee presented Sergeant York with a new home and forty 

JAMES HICK'S PAPERS - continued from page 3

SGT. YORK: THE MAN, THE HERO
By Howard Ray Duncan

	 Alvin Cullom York was born in a one room mountain cabin on December 13, 1887 at Pall Mall, 
Tennessee near Jamestown. Very early in life Alvin York learned the value of hard work and hon-
esty as he grew up in the mountains. Alvin's father, William York, provided an excellent example for 
him to follow. The mountain people judged a man's character by his honesty and willingness to work. 
By this account, York was highly respected by the people who knew him. This was to have a great 
influence on York's life.
	 Young Alvin York was an excellent marksman, as were most of the mountain men, not only by 
necessity but also for sport. One of the favorite forms of recreation in the mountains was the 
Saturday "shootin' match." It was at these shooting matches that York gained his reputation as a 
marksman. This skill was later to bring him greater fame than anyone in Pall Mall could imagine.
	 Alvin's father died in 1908, leaving him as the head of the family. He felt a strong obligation to 
help his mother and younger brother and sister. It was during this time that York became a devout 
Christian. He was a firm believer in the truths of the Bible and followed its teachings closely.
	 When the United States entered World War I on April 6, 1917, Alvin did not quite understand 
what his country was fighting for. He did understand that the Bible taught against killing and he 
wanted to go as the Bible taught. York's spiritual advisor, the Pastor R.C. Pile, understood Alvin's 
convictions, but also knew that the young mountain man was required by law to register for the 
draft.
	 At first Alvin inquired about seeking exemption from the draft as a conscientious objector, but 
after weeks of struggle with his conscience, he chose to seek no exemption from the draft. He 
finally decided that he could serve his country and not violate his religious beliefs. ln June of 1917 
Alvin C. York registered for the draft. In mid November the same year, he received his draft notice.
	 On November 14, 1917, Alvin C.York became serial number 1910421 and was sent to Camp 
Gordon, Georgia for training. He was assigned to Company G, 328th Infantry. The Army quickly 
recognized his ability as a marksman and as a leader and promoted him to the rank of corporal.
	 The morning of October 8, 1918 found Corporal York and his Eighty-Second "All American" 
Division in the Argonne Forest of France. Part of their assignment was to take hill number 223 and 
knock out the German machine guns in place there. York was among a group of seventeen men sent 
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