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Michael Birdwell and W. Calvin Dickinson, eds., People of the Upper Cumberland: Achievements and
Contradictions. University of Tennessee Press, 2015.

By Jeanette Keith

If you like history and are interested in the Upper Cumberland, you will enjoy this book and
learn from it. People of the Upper Cumberland is a collection of essays about many different topics,
loosely grouped under the heading of general regional history, politics and politicians, lawyers and
lawbreakers, medicine and physicians, and the history of African Americans and race relations in‘the
region. Each section contains outstanding—and entertaining—works of history. Some examples follow.

I particularly liked Mary A. Evins’s sketch of her father Joe L. Evins’s political career. Evins was
the Tennessee Upper Cumberland’s representative to Congress from 1947 to 1977, crucial years in the
modernization of the region. He was a moderate Southern Democrat, deeply committed to the idea
that government could be used to better the lives of people, but always willing to work with members of
the opposite party on common causes. Seniority brought him seats on important committees, including
the most important, Appropriations. During those post-war years, the federal government was
spending money on all kinds of projects, and Evins made sure that the Upper Cumberland got its share
(maybe more than its share) of the funding. As the Cookeville Citizen stated in 1966, the federal
assistance that Evins helped obtain went to “libraries, airports, sewage and water facilities, watershed
projects, streets, health centers, hospitals, and National Guard armories...”(131) This article is a
reminder of what politics used to be about.

Troy Smith’s "A Legacy of Blood” reminds us that there is a big difference between the stories
about past and history as produced by historians. Smith is in a particularly good spot to make that point,
since he is a novelist and a historian. He wrote a novel about the Confederate guerilla Champ Ferguson
in which he repeated a dramatic story that he was pretty sure was not true (because he was writing
fiction, after all) only to be called on it, publically, by an irate reader in Crossville. ”I was abashed,”
Smith writes. This article sifts historical facts from long-repeated fiction without lessening the drama of
Ferguson’s bloody career, and traces the drama’s influence on national culture.

There are many more essays here well worth reviewing, if space permitted, including essays on
some of the region’s most beloved physicians, life on the Cumberland River, the history of women in the
region, and moonshine. I would especially recommend Michael Birdwell’s discussion of John’s Place.
Since 2011 on the National Register of Historic Places, this is one seriously significant beerjoint.
Birdwell’s article explains why, and in doing so deftly describes the bar’s role in regional race relations.
In a book of interesting essays, this may be the most entertaining and moving of all.

Reading People of the Upper Cumberland brought home to me that the region now has many
historians, and that the work they are producing is very good indeed.
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12/28/2015 Gmail — Family History

I

C.it I l Theresa White <theresa.ucga@gmail.com>

wiloogle

Family History
1 message

Leslie Babb <leswilb@bellsouth.net> Wed, Dec 23, 2015 at 3:06 PM
Reply—To: Leslie Babb <leswilb@bellsouth.net>
To: "theresa.ucga@gmail.com" <theresa.ucga@gmail.com>

Dear Theresa,

My mother's family was from Fentress, Jackson, Scott and surrounding counties. l have
figured out a good bit of my family history, but there are a couple of gaps.

Do you know anyone from that area that would help me? I could share my ancestry tree
and tell them the folks that I am certain of and the ones that were mere guesses.

The family names are Huckeby, Sharp, Smith, and Smithers. It is interesting that both my
grandparents families were from east Tennessee, but did not know each other. My
grandparents met in Memphis, Tennessee. My great grandfather's work with the rail road
brought him to Memphis, my great grandmother's dream was to get back to Helenwood,
Tennessee. She lost a very young son during the Spanish flu epidemic and took his body
back home to be buried.

I know that my g g grandfather's father name was Starling Huckeby and that he was married ..
to Anne Sharpe, bUt I cannot pinpoint Anne's family. I know that their son, my great
grandfather, went to live with his grandfather Sharpe as a bound boy/servant when he was a
pre-teen after his parent's died and that he was not treated well by his grandfather's wife so
he left home and soon got work with the railroad. He stayed with the railroad until he
retired. My great grandmother, was also orphaned very young. Her name was Nancy Jane
Smith. Her mother was Lizzie Smithers Smith. Again, I cannot pinpoint Lizzie's family.

.
1'

Ernest Commodore Huckeby
BIRTH 90CTOBER 1908- Johnson, Tennessee ___- '

DEATH 11 NOVEMBER 1918- Madison, Alabama, USA '

great-duncle

If you know of anyone that takes on this kind of work, please do let me know.

Leslie Babb

httpszilm ai l .googl e.com/m ail/u/Of?ui=2&ik=2740b51afe&view= pt&search=inbox&th=151d0aca00c32466&siml=151d0acaOOc32466 1I2
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HISTORIC GRANVILLE, TENNESSEE’S

2016 GENEALOGY FESTIVAL

Robert Brown
McMinnville, TN
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INTRODUCTION TO THE GRANVILLE CARTER
FAMILY

By Robert “Bob” Brown

My grandmother, Leona Brown, struggled to provide for her seven children
after her husband died in 1925: however, she was always proud of her
heritage (“a ne family: I think from Virginia? ”).
Conversations with relatives and trips to libraries in TN & VA proved her
correct: and recent DNA test from the “Granville Carters” and “Virginia
Carters” have veri ed a genetic connection to the Carters who emigrated
from England to Lancaster Co., VA ca. 1650-55.
Numerous publications in the past have promoted a genetic link between,
Robert “King” Carter (one of Colonial America’s richest men), President
Jimmy Carter and Captain Thomas Carter (ancestor of the Granville
Carters). HOWEVER, multiple DNA test from all three of these families
have shown that they are not genetically related.
Another point of interest is the ancestry of Captain Thomas Carter, the
Granville Carter’s patriot, who was born in England and died in Lancaster
Co., VA in 1700. At least three possible candidates have been identi ed and
the “Carter Society” is currently pursing plans to use DNA from current
Carter residents of England, with a proven ancestry, to match the Captain
Carter DNA.
Other interesting item that has been discussed on the internet is “was Diana
Skipwith Dale the biological mother of Catherine Dale or her step mother”?
Some of the facts are:

1. There is no record ofEdward Dale’s marriage to any one.
2. Catherine Dale was born in 1652 per one “none of cia ” document.
3. In 1655 Diana Skipwith Dale witnessed two deeds & signed her name

as Diana Skipwith. This has been known for centuries: however, it
was introduced on the net about 10 years ago.

In today’s world, a logical conclusion is that she was not married in 1655:
however. a study and analysis of life in Lancaster County, VA in 1655
suggests a total different reason.

1. Every person was struggling to survive (no roads & Indians in the
forest).

2. Everyone was required by law to attend Church at least once per
month and the Churches were built on the banks of streams so pe0ple
could travel by water.



3. Housing was poor and food and clothing was scarce.
4. Socially there were two classes of people.

0 The gentry, who had supported King Charles I during the
English Civil War and then ed to America after Oliver
Cromwell beheaded King Charles in 1649 and took control of
the English Government.

0 The lower class, which was composed of indentured servants
-

and other uneducated second class English citizens.
5. In March of 1655 Edward Diggs, Diana Skipwith’s rst cousin
became governor ofVirginia.
6. By December of 1655, Edward Dale had been appointed to the two
most important positions in Lancaster County (High Sheriff ofLancaster
County and Clerk ofLancaster County) by Dianna’s rst cousin,
Governor Diggs.

In view of the 1655 social system in Virginiaplus the harsh living
conditions and since Edward Dale was the county clerk it would seem
logical,that he asked his wife to use her Skipwith heritage to promote
their status in the New World.
If I had been married to the daughter of an English Aristocrat and living
in Virginia in 1655, I would have wanted to promote here kinship to the
Governor in every way possible.
Diana was 34 years old in 1655 (bn.1621) and that is a rather late age for
the daughter of an English Aristocrat to many for the rst time. Also all
the other surviving documents indicate but do not prove that Diana was
Catherine Dale’s biological mother.
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